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Reply to Office Action of: 04/06/06 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the applications: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-3 (canceled) 

i 

Clainv4 (currently amended): For maintaining bedclothes in an elevated condition to 
protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on a bed, an assembly comprising an upper 
horizontal member of unadiustable length at least equal to a width of a mattress of the bed, a pair 
of upright members of equal unadiustable height greater than a distance from a lower surface of 
the mattress to an uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, an upper 
end of each of said upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal member, 
and a horizontally planar base rigidly fixed to and between said lower ends of said upright 
members for cooperable abutment against the lower surface of the mattress to support said 
upright members in a fix e d an unadiustable vertical relationship. 

A, 7. 
CIaim^(previously presented): An assembly according to claims, said planar base 

comprising a lower horizontal member rigidly fixed between said lower ends of said upright 

members and a horizontal tongue rigidly fixed to and extending from said lower horizontal 

member. 



3 & 

Clainv6^(originaI): An assembly according to claim ^ said tongue extending forwardly and 
rearwardly from said lower horizontal member. 



Claim 7 (currently amended): For maintaining bedclothes in an elevated cond jiioa-te 
proteet-a-setectea anatomical structure of a person on a bed, an assembly comprising an upper 
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horizontal member of unadiustable length at least equal to a width of a mattress of the bed apd 
sufficiently rigid to substantially prevent deflection of said upper horizontal member^uh the 
bedclothes resting thereon, a pair of upright members of equal unadiustable hei^htgreater than a 
distance from a lower surface of the mattress to an uppermost point of the selected anatomical 
structure to be protected, an upper end of each of said upright meprtfers being attached to an end 
of said upper horizontal member, and two independent Root mounted bases, one connected to 
each of said upright members with said upright menders in an unadiustable vertical relationship , 
for supporting lower ends of each of said upright members at the same elevation at least equal to 
an elevation of the lower surface of ^mattress. 

Claim 8 (previously omented): An assembly according to claim 7, each said base 
comprising a pair of legs connected by a horizontal cross-member substantially transverse to said 
upper hdnzontal member and a downward extension of its respective said upright member 
,e6nnected to said cross-member. 



Claim 9 (canceled) 

Claim ^(previously presented): For maintaining bedclothes in an elevated condition to 
protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on a bed, an assembly comprising an upper 
horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of a mattress of the bed, a pair of upright 
members of equal height greater than a distance from a lower surface of the mattress to an 
uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, an upper end of each of said 
upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal member, and a pair of tubular 
cross-members, each said tubular cross-member being substantially transverse to said upper 
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horizontal member and fixed to a lower end of its respective said upright member, each said 
cross-member having a lengthwise slot in a wall thereof for engagement on the frame of the bed 
to support lower ends of each of said upright members at a same elevation at least equal to an 
elevation of the lower surface of the mattress. 

Claim ^(previously presented): For maintaining bedclothes in an elevated condition to 
protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on a bed, an assembly comprising an upper 
horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of a mattress of the bed, a pair of upright 
members of equal height greater than a distance from a lower surface of the mattress to an 
uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, an upper end of each of said 
upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal member, and a pair of tubular 
members, each said tubular cross member being substantially transverse to said upper horizontal 
member and fixed to a lower end of the respective said upright member, each said cross member 
having a lengthwise slot horizontally radially disposed in an outer segment of a wall of said 
tubular member for engagement on a horizontal flange of the frame to support lower ends of 
each of said upright members at a same elevation at least equal to an elevation of the lower 
surface of the mattress. 

5 K\ 
Claim ^(original): An assembly according to claim W 9 said slot being vertically radially 

disposed in a lower segment of said tubular member for engagement on a vertical flange of the 

frame. 

Claims 13-15 (canceled). 
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7 

Claim JUr (currently amended). A combination comprising a mattress supported by a bed 
frame, bedclothes over said mattress and an assembly for maintaining said bedclothes in an 
elevated condition to protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on said bed, said 
assembly comprising an upper horizontal member of unadiustable length at least equal to a width 
of said mattress, a pair of upright members of equal unadiustable height greater than a distance 
from a lower surface of said mattress to an uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure 
to be protected, an upper end of each of said upright members being attached to an end of said 
upper horizontal member, and a horizontally planar base rigidly fixed to and between said lower 
ends of said upright members for cooperable abutment against said lower surface of said mattress 
to support said upright members in a fix e d an unadiustable vertical relationship. 

Claim ^(previously presented): An assembly according to claim 16, said planar base 
comprising a lower horizontal member rigidly fixed between said lower ends of said upright 
members and a horizontal tongue rigidly fixed to and extending from said lower horizontal 
member. 

Claim Unoriginal). An assembly according to claim 4-7; said tongue extending forwardly and 
rearwardly from said lower horizontal member. 
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Claim 19 (currently amended). A combination comprising a mattress supported by a 
frame, bedclothes over said mattress and an assembly for maintaining said bedclott^s in an 
elevated condition to protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on/wid bed, said 
assembly comprising an upper horizontal member of unadjustable length aLl^ast equal to a width 
of said mattress sufficiently rigid to substantially prevent deflectionof said upper horizontal 
member with said bedclothes resting thereon, and a paip/of upright members of equal 
unadjustable height greater than a distance from a lower stirface of said mattress to an uppermost 
point of the selected anatomical structure to be Mdfected, an upper end of each of said upright 
members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal member, and two independent floor 
mounted bases, one connected to each/<$f said upright members with said upright members in an 
unadjustable vertical relationslffi ior supporting lower ends of each of said upright members at a 
same elevation at least emrifl to an elevation of the lower surface of said mattress. 
Claim 20 (originaJ)f An assembly according to claim 19, each said base comprising a pair of 
legs connectedoy a horizontal cross-member substantially transverse to said upper horizontal 
membpi'and a downward extension of its respective said upright member connected to said 
ross-member. 

Claim 21 (canceled). 
10 

Claim 22" (previously presented): A combination comprising a mattress supported by a bed 
frame, bedclothes over said mattress and an assembly for maintaining said bedclothes in an 
elevated condition to protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on said bed, said 
assembly comprising an upper horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of said 
mattress, a pair of upright members of equal height greater than a distance from a lower surface 
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of said mattress to an uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, an 
upper end of each of said upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal 
member, and a pair of tubular cross-members, each said tubular cross-member being 
substantially transverse to said upper horizontal member and fixed to a lower end of its 
respective said upright member, each said cross-member having a lengthwise slot in a wall 
thereof for engagement on said frame of said bed to support lower ends of each of said upright 
members at a same elevation at least equal to an elevation of said lower surface of said mattress. 

Claim~23 (previously presented). A combination comprising a mattress supported by a bed 
frame, bedclothes over said mattress and an assembly for maintaining said bedclothes in an 
elevated condition to protect a selected anatomical structure of a person on said bed, said 
assembly comprising an upper horizontal member of length at least equal to a width of said 
mattress, a pair of upright members of equal height greater than a distance from a lower surface 
of said mattress to an uppermost point of the selected anatomical structure to be protected, an 
upper end of each of said upright members being attached to an end of said upper horizontal 
member, and a pair of tubular members, each said tubular cover member being substantially 
transverse to said upper horizontal member and fixed to a lower end of its respective said upright 
member, each said cross member having a lengthwise slot horizontally radially disposed in an 
outer segment of a wall of said tubular member for engagement on a horizontal flange of said 
frame to support lower ends of each of said upright members at a same elevation at least equal to 
an elevation of said lower surface of said mattress. 
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II 10 
Claims (original). An assembly according to claim 2T, said slot being vertically radially 

disposed in a lower segment of said tubular member for engagement on a vertical flange of said 



frame. 
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